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jt±is greatness — (Jur littleness

Lord of all being, throned afar, yet always near, we have come

expectantly, eager for authentic tidings of invisible things. Let no

pretense in us thwart Thy spirit in its seeking for our minds. We would

speak no words in worship that are only words. We would sing no

praises that are only songs. Rather we would call to Thee as deep

calleth unto deep, the words and songs but symbols of our overflowing

desire for Thy life and strength in us.

We would be forgiven, Lord, for all the littleness and wrong in us.

Forgive us for the petty hurts we go on remembering long after all

reason for remembering is past; for the satisfaction we feel in getting

even, and the absurd notion we should not be blamed for feeling as

we do. Have mercy upon us when we persist in our prejudices and

cling to opinions we should have outgrown, and when, having become

men, we refuse to put away childish things.

Do Thou guide us, O Lord, to the fullness of life in Christ. Save

us from self-deception, lest we condone our own sins with excuses we

think are sound reasons. Guard us from self-pity, from those melan-

choly hours of feeling we are victims of an unfair fate. Teach us to

know that by Thy grace we can be captains of our souls. Give us

courage to meet the worst believing in the best, and faith to face the

darkness still trusting there is light beyond the dark.

Remember those laid low by illness. Grant them Thy healing

touch and quiet trust within. Abide with those in lands beyond the

sea whose Hves are haunted by a tortured fear. Let them find strength

in Thee and courage for the days ahead.We pray in Jesus'name. amen.



yjur fevered lives

O GOD OF GRACE AND MERCY, OUT hopc IS in Thee, for Thou art the only

light among the shadows of our troubled world; Thou art the truth

to which we cling when we are victims of the false. We trust in Thee

though the mountains be shaken into the midst of the sea. Other

refuge have we none, but Thy strength is made perfect in our weak-

ness.

We come as thankful people. Lord. We have known Thy bounty

through the years and we rejoice in the plenty of our land. We have

been favored beyond most of Thy children and we are grateful. But

grant, O God, we may be mindful that much is expected from those

to whom much has been given. Teach us to bear with humiUty the

responsibihties that go with our privileges. Save us from pride or con-

descension, and give us grace to accept the burdens of leadership.

Teach us to beheve in great things lest we waste our hves on small

things; help us to trust the good lest we blunder into evil; grant us

strength to stand for Christ lest we fall for anything. Cause us to use

our minds for thinking when other men are merely feeling. Enable

us to find true wisdom amidst the follies of our world and true right-

eousness when corruption threatens all we know.

Though tumult and shouting rage around us, grant us times of

quietness with Thee; while teaming multitudes crowd the busy streets,

grant us solitude with Thee; when the fever of our hurried days leaves

us exhausted, Lord, give us Thy peace. We would go back to face the

tired world with radiant faith and overflowing courage, like Him who

leads us through the years, even Jesus Christ, amen.



jyLore gratejuly JUord

Dear god and father of us all, the shadows flee away when Thou

art near and dawn dispels the dark. So we wait for Thee and in Thy

word do we hope. When we seem far from Thee, we know the barrier

is within ourselves and not in Thee. Thou art always near to uphold

and to bless, and if we do not reach our spirits up to Thee it is our fault

not Thine.

We would be more grateful, gracious God. Overwhelmed by the

huge army of the world's desires, we lament the things we lack and

fail to see the blessings that are ours. In our httleness of mind we com-

pare our lot with those who seem to be the favored few, and we

complain. We are so bUnd, our Father. Who can measure the beauty

of sunset and evening star that every man can ovm? Who can weigh

the worth of friends who can be ours? Who can measure love, warm

and vital through the years? We have so much we have no right to

wish for more.

So forgive us when we waste our days in discontent and teach us

to make the most of what we have and are. Forgive the selfish wants

that make us blind to greater goods we ought to know. Have mercy

upon us when we bind ourselves in the shallows and miseries of self-

seeking. Teach us to lose our hves for Thy kingdom's sake. Cleanse

us when our minds run riot in evil imaginings and teach us to be pure.

We pray for wisdom for such days as these. Stir Thou our minds,

lest feelings destroy the logic of our thought. Teach us to trust the

things we know are true, lest we choose the lesser good in hours of

stress. Guide us by great inner imperatives that neither time nor tide

can shake, lest we lose our way and blunder into folly. We pray in

Jesus' name. amen.



Ueliuer us^ our IlatJier

O LORD OUR GOD, before whom one day we all shall have to give ac-

count, do Thou lend us Thy spirit so that the works of the coming

week may be well pleasing unto Thee. Save us from shirking the duties

that demand our strength; keep us from sulking when things are not

going our way; preserve us from self-pity when reahties betray our

plans and leave us empty-handed.

Dehver us, O Lord, from the foolishness of impatience, lest we

hurry through the days without Thee. Slow us to a walk when we are

running so fast we are missing the things that really matter. Teach

us daily to come unto Thee lest we rush madly into dead end streets

or flounder foolishly into blind alleys. Cause us to know that it takes

time to find the lasting values of our common life and patient thought

to reach the goal of our high calling in Christ.

Thou knowest our frailties, how we stumble blindly because we

do not pray; how we speak impetuously or bitterly because we do not

pause to reflect. We cannot seem to manage ourselves without Thee

and yet we are too busy to seek Thee. We cannot get a grip on our-

selves by oiu-selves, yet we are too proud to confess it. So stab us

awake to Thee, Our Father, and make us listen to Thy still small voice

of power.

Make us aware of others when we are lost in self-concern; cause

us to be grateful when our minds are full of complaint; daily do Thou

lift us above our smallness to Thy greatness, above the surging desires

of selfish passion to the clear vision of Thy will for us. We pray in

Jesus' name. amen.



We would see ourseLsee ourselves

Dear god and father of us all, we come to Thee for peace that Thou

alone canst give. The props and pillars of our pride have failed. The

things we thought would make our hves worthwhile have let us down.

Thou alone art sure, O God, Thy ways forever sound. We know we are

restless till we find our rest in Thee.

Forgive us, Father, for the foUies of our days. We make mistakes

and seek to make them right with more mistakes; we misuse reason

to sustain desire; we let emotion run its stupid way; we will not think

without confusion clearly. Yet we wonder, Lord, why our hves are

quite devoid of peace. We are forever bent on making what is worse

appear the better part.

Save us, gracious God, from our self-deceptions. Teach us to be

honest with ourselves, lest we blame others for what is our own fault.

Enable us to perceive the difference between the stubbornness of

self-will and the tenacity of dedication to Thy will. Cause us to see

that our proud pretensions to righteousness are barriers to true good-

ness. Make us humble lest we be haughty; compassionate lest we be

cantankerous.

We would pray this day for those who seek to win the pubhc

favor in their quest for political oflBce. Make them aware that evil

means corrupt the ends they seek, and truths half-told are of the breed

of hes. Preserve them from compromises now that will return to

plague them in the days to come. Grant them wisdom worthy of a

time like this, and faith to trust in truth from day to day.

Let Thy spirit brood upon the men who hide in fox holes burrowed

into war-torn hills. Abide with those who search the wild blue yonder

in their screaming planes. Sustain the men who ride the tossing seas.

Preserve in them the good on which their future rests. Gird them with

courage in the hours of danger and hold them in Thine everlasting

arms in life and death. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.



We tliank TJiee

O GOD ouB FATHER, wc come to Thee with thankful minds, for in

the hours of strain we have found Thy strength; in times of doubt we

have felt the assurance of Thy nearness; in moments of fear we have

known the security of Thy presence. So long as we have Thee, we have

everything, but without Thee we have nothing.

Forbid it Lord, that we should walk life's way with eyes that do

not see. Make our appreciations more acute, our wants less all-

consuming. Sharpen our perception of the good that touches every

day, despite tlie troubHng shadows. We would be sensitive to all the

experiences that whisper of Thy love. Teach us to feel the benediction

of the falling leaves and the zest that comes from the first chill of Fall.

Thrill us with the painted glory of the trees.

When sorrows come, we would lay hold upon the memories that

take away their sting; when our hearts are aching with a nameless

pain, teach us to look up and lift our heads until the unseen world

breaks through. When disappointment casts its shadow on our Hves,

enable us to recast our expectations and push on again. If enmity has

robbed us of the warmth that friendship brings, lead us to love's road.

In such a time as this, teach us to love our country, Lord, not

blindly, but with wisdom. Save us from love corroded by a blinding

hate for those who thwart the peace we seek. Teach us to love with

thought and prayer, assuming the role of the responsible. Give us

grace to meet issues with intelligence not colored by our selfish in-

terests. Enable us to recognize the difference between principle and

pride, between irresponsible talk and everlasting truth. Protect us

by Thy might, Great God our King. amen.
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Jxeev us nushieep us pusning on

O LIVING GOD OF OUR FATHERS AND OUR GOD, WC COme tO ThcC with the

secrets of our hearts, for Thou dost cleanse us with Thy compassion;

we come with the darkness of our minds, for Thou art the hght that

Hghteth every man. We come with our hurts, for there is heahng in

Thy nearness. Aloneness is no longer lonehness when Thou art near,

and fears vanish when we walk with Thee. Thou art our hope.

We ask forgiveness Father for the petty things that steal the hours

we ought to spend for nobler things, for the clutter of unworthy things

that leaves us lost, bewildered children of the night. O God, forgive

our foUies, the self-will that makes us deaf to Thy summons, the surg-

ing desires that march like demons in our minds, blotting out Thy still

small voice. Have mercy upon us in the moments when anger blinds

our vision of the cross of Christ, and self-pity fills our lives with morbid

thoughts.

Do Thou set our feet on highways leading on to hght. Teach us to

see beyond the marching moments to the heights beyond and tliough

we plod through dust and ashes day by day, keep us going on and

on with sure and certain steps. When trails are steep, arm us with

strength; when rugged cliffs bar our path, arm us with courage for

the sheer ascent. Take from our souls the strain and stress of anxious

fear and surging doubt, and let our ordered lives confess the beauty

of Thy peace.

Across the seas we hear the echoes of a thousand hates, and feel

die surging passions of a world gone mad. We sense the struggle for

the souls of men, for minds to back the march of power. Teach us,

O God, to interpose Thy will, to speak and Uve with such unfettered

love and truth that wars may cease and peace may come. Let there be

peace, beginning in our souls; let there be love for truth, beginning

in our minds; let there be great compassion, beginning in our hearts.

We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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In yvhom we live and move

O GOD, in whom we live and move and have our being, though we

blunder into valleys and shadows. Thou art there; though we journey

in wilfulness and pride into bogs of disillusionment, we are not far

from Thee; though we chmb to the dubious heights of self-sufficiency

Thou dost wait in patience until we remember Thee. Thy love doth

not fail and Thy mercy endureth forever.

We come to Thee this day with grateful hearts and minds. The

gifts Thou hast given are matchless ones. In Thy wisdom Thou hast

given us capacity to think, to reason from truth to truth; Thou hast

taught us to feel, to know both joy and tears; to feel compassion

and the mystery of love. Thou hast planted in us the seed of faith

that climbs above our earth-bound fears and hurts to flower in the

light above. By Thy grace we respond to friendship and Unk our lives

to other Hves. Under the impetus of Thy goodness we are impelled

to reach for higher goods than we have known before.

So, in gratitude we o£Eer what we are and have to Thee. Take

Thou our minds, dear Lord, and use them for Tliy Kingdom's sake.

Claim our hearts and make them pure, our hands and make them

gentle. Teach us to rise above the clamour of self-will to peace in

Thee. Save us from complacent ease and lead us to the tranquility of

commitment to the best we know. Guard us from the unbelief that

cuts the roots of faith and leaves us feeble when harsh storms blow.

Make us mindful of the needs of other men. Keep us disturbed

until we lend our strength to bear the burdens of the weak; make us

uneasy until we take upon ourselves the hmi:s of those who need our

help. Let us be restless until we give ourselves to Christ, in whose

name we pray. amen.
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TkIS we asj

Gracious god and father of us all, the hopes and fears of all the

years are met in Thee this day. Thou art our strength and other

refuge have we none. In Thee we find the only peace we know; in Thee

our only hope. Thou tmnest sunset to sunrise and darkness into light.

So we give Thee grateful praise.

We come this day to o£Fer humble thanks for blessings known and

greater out of sight. The warmth we feel in comradeship dispels the

chill of fear. The love we know in homes where gentle hands are

kind, redeems the struggle of our days. The honor of strong men who

find their freedom in Thy service gives us courage in such days as

these. Thou hast not left us comfortless, for Thou dost brood in all the

good we know.

God give us grace to live beyond the shadows, daring all we do

in light. These are the gifts we ask of Thee. Courage to face the

rugged roads; goodwill to match the hatreds of our time; warm friends

to keep our human trust alive; an inner flame of trust to light the

darkness of the way we go, and most of all, the mind of Christ in us.

Teach us to know the joy of hving for a cause and the thrill of giving

for Thy Kingdom's sake.

We would look out beyond the Hmits of our sight to see and feel

the needs of those whose lives are bound in darkness and in fear. We
would be mindful that we cannot Hve secure when others of Thy

children shiver in the cold and greet the days devoid of hope or help.

Lest we forget their need amidst our bounty, stir us with discontent

until we do om- part to heal their hurt. Do Thou deny us inert com-

placency, but give us the glory of compassion; deny us ease, but give

us strength and will to bear the burdens of the weak. We pray in

Jesus' name. amen.
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± hanks be to Groa

Gracious god and father of mankind, in Thy wisdom Thou dost

will our good; in Thy providence Thou hast provided for our needs.

Thou hast given the bounty of waving grain and the cattle on a

thousand hills. Thou hast ordained that we should find vast treasure

in mountains and valleys and beneath the surface of the sod. Thou

hast satisfied our souls with beauty and warmed our hearts with

friendship. Though we wander far, Thou dost not forsake us. Thou

art good, and we are grateful.

Forgive us for blundering, Our Father. We have made a shambles

of Tliy bounty. We have quarrelled over the riches Thou didst give.

We have plundered the treasures of the earth, unmindful of genera-

tions of Thy children yet to be. We have defied Thy law and ignored

Thy will in our own wilfulness. We have not loved one another

as we should. We do not forgive as we ask Thee to forgive us, and

yet in Thy mercy Thou hast redeemed us.

Fill us with Thy Holy Spirit now, O God. Lay upon us burdens

of responsibiUty and grant us grace to bear them with courage. Charge

our souls with new passion for righteousness and truth. Inspire our

minds, and let that mind which was in Christ Jesus dwell in us. When

we are blinded by our self-concern, open our eyes that we may see the

needs of other men. When our sympathy has been blunted by our

passion to possess, give unto us a compassionate imagination with

which to feel the hurts of other men and women.

We would remember young men with the light of youth in their

eyes, preparing for a war we hope may never come, giving the best

years of their lives to meet the worst that men can know. Forgive the

folly, the inertia, the blindness in us that lead to human strife. Forgive

the ruthless men who will not heed the worldwide cry for peace, and

claim them for Thy will. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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VVe would be strong

Graoous god and father of us aul, we have come to worship Thee

for our days are alive with Thy power. The heavens declare Thy glory

and the firmament showeth Thy handiwork. As Thou dost renew the

earth with the benediction of the falling snow, so dost Thou renew our

minds with quietness. Thou art a strong fortress for our souls when

strain and stress beset us. Thou art an anchor for our minds when

storms blow in from the deep.

We cannot measure Thy goodness, O God. In Thy wisdom Thou

hast given us memories that make us rich in retrospect. By Thy grace

we look toward our tomorrows with the confidence of faith. Because

we trust Thee, we dare to adventure into the unknown without fear.

In Thy wisdom Thou hast set the solitary in families and healed our

loneliness with the warmth of comradeship. Thou dost renew the

youth of Thy people with children. Young men dream dreams and

see visions to renew the hope of our tired world. We are grateful.

Our Father.

Yet we are troubled. Lord, by all we see of evil in our world, and

we would beheve Thou dost stand in the shadows, keeping watch

above Thine own. We do not despair because we know Thou art Lord

of all and in the end we know Thy will is bound to win. Teach us, we

pray Thee, to move with the tides of Thy power and to march beneath

the baimer of Thy Cross. Though we be one alone against the wrong,

give us grace to stand. Though we be shouted down, grant us courage

to go on speaking in the Master's name.

Above the noise of selfish strife, teach men and nations to hear

Thy voice. Recapture minds long lost to what is good and reclaim the

hearts of those who serve false gods. Speak to those who sit in the

seats of the mighty, and keep them himible before Thee that Thy

Kingdom may come and Thy will be done, in Jesus' name. amen.
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ij-rant us vision

O GOD, OUR FATHER, Thy lovc hast steadied us and Thy forgiveness

renewed our spirits. Thy strength hast girded our weakness, and Thy

steadfastness redeemed us from our waywardness. When we have

been afraid we have found security in Thy presence. When we have

been tempted we have found courage to be true to ourselves under

the spell of Thy spirit. When we have been full of tensions and con-

flicts we have found peace in walking with Thee.

Forgive us, O Lord, for our self-deceptions. We have followed our

own desires, pretending they were the essence of Thy will. We have

refused to see our sins as sin, calling evil good and good evil. We have

condemned others but we have failed to judge ourselves; we have

blamed others for failures that came from our own weakness; we have

declined to accept responsibility for ourselves. Dear God, have mercy

upon us and renew the honesty of our own souls.

Grant us singleness of purpose. Lord, lest we fritter our powers

in aU directions; fix our minds upon worthy objectives, lest we waste

worthy capacities on unworthy things. Teach us to dream great

dreams, lest we be satisfied with little ends; consume us with en-

nobling visions, lest we see nothing beyond our plodding feet. Expand

our horizons lest we miss the challenge of the beyond.

Remember the sons and daughters who serve their country in this

hour of danger for the world. Teach them to live above corrupting

clouds where sunlight shines and keep them steady amidst the mad-

ness of the world. Renew them day by day with faith to trust tomor-

rows yet to be. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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yjut of our night

O GOD AND FATHER OF US ALL, Thou ait ouF Strength and our redeemer.

When we have lost our way. Thou dost seek us as a shepherd his sheep.

When our feet have shpped in shppery times like these, we have been

lifted by Thy grace and sent upon the way again. When we have cried

unto Thee in the dark night of our souls, Thou hast come to us as light

that shineth in darkness. So we come to worship Thee and to praise

Thy Holy Name.

There is so much in us we would make diflFerent if we could. Our

Father. Our good intentions too often are inept. Our minds go ram-

bling on forbidden roads to make a shambles of the virtues of our

common life. We are afraid to stand against the shoddy currents of

our time; instead we do what seems expected, Lord, be it evil or be it

good. We run with the tide until we smash ourselves against eternal

cliflFs of moral law. Forgive us. Father.

Teach us, O Lord, to lose our lives in Thee, and so fulfill Thy

dream for us. Stir us with visions of what ought to be lest we content

ourselves with what now is. Fill us with Christ's compassion, lest we

scorn the hurts of men in need. Enhghten our minds with truth lest we

fall for lies; purify our motives, lest we waste our days in aimless mo-

tion; cleanse our hearts, lest we crumble in corruption.

We would remember those who bear the hurt of sickness, Lord.

Grant skill and wisdom to the men who share with Thee the heahng

burden of the world. Abide with women, who with gentle hands and

kind, bring comfort to the bodies of the sick. Let them be blessed

and guided by the spirit of the great physician, Jesus Christ. We
pray in His name. amen.
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Uless IJiou IJiy world

Dear lord and father of mankind, we come to Thee in quietness and

trust to borrow strength beyond our own and to win the wisdom only

Thou canst give. Thy ways are not our ways and our ways are not Thy

ways, for we decide too much within the orbit of our selfish wants. Do

Thou lift us above the littleness of aims that have no everlasting reach.

Forgive us. Father, when we waste the talents that are ours and

leave vast powers of mind and soul untapped because we will not

imdertake great things for Thee. We have not put away the childish

things of yesterday or reached maturity of mind. We gossip, because

we have no greater things to say. We search for trivial conversation

pieces, because we have no finer things in mind. We quarrel, like chil-

dren, for we have not grown beyond the child in us. Forgive us. Lord,

and lead us to the mind of Christ.

Take our provincial minds and give us grace to see the world as

one. Teach us to know we are not favorite sons, O God, but rather

equals in Thy household. Cause us to see our privileges, not as evi-

dences of Thy favor, but as Thy summons to responsibility. Save us

from the apathy of the self-satisfied and from the peril of spiritual in-

difference. Guard our souls lest ritual become a substitute for real

rehgion, and form be the measure of faith. Take all we have and use it

for Thy Kingdoms' sake; take all we are and make it Thine.

We would not complain, Our Father, when disappointment comes;

we would take courage then and make the best of things. We would

take sorrow in our stride and march right onward with our hands in

Thine. We would meet failure with faith to carry on, and trouble with

triumphant trust. We would know in days like these that nothing can

happen to us we cannot make a benediction if we will. We pray in

Jesus' name. amen.
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jL raver before national election

O GOD OF MERCY AND COMPASSION,wc comc to Thec Icnowing that noth-

ing is hidden from Thy sight. Thou knowest the secret thoughts that

move like shadows in our minds. Thou dost see beneath the masks we

wear from day to day. We deceive others, and sometimes we deceive

ourselves, but Thou dost see us as we are. O God, enable us to put ofiF

all sham and pretense, so that from this day forward we may hve in

freedom and sincerity.

Forgive our fretting, Our Father, the impatience that destroys our

poise. Take from our lives the strain of needless hurry, lest we destroy

our health. Reheve the tensions we create ourselves, and teach us in

all things to await the leading of Thy spirit. Have mercy upon us when

we rush furiously out of nothing into nowhere. Temper our minds with

sure purposes that keep us from blind alleys. Be Thou compassionate

when we blunder into sin because we have been hving pointlessly.

Grant us wisdom as we face a day of choice and give the reins of

government to men who will lead us tlirough the bewildering maze

ahead. We trust Thee, O God, for we know Thou canst worthily use

whatever man we choose. He will need Thee more than all who coun-

sel and advise. Make him an instrument of Thy Spirit, responsive to

Thy will. Inspire in him the goodness of the truly great, and grant

that all the wounds of partisanship may be healed in great devotion to

the highest.

Give us faith to believe in the possibilities of tomorrow. Save us

from the fears of the faithless and the anxieties of a feeble trust in

Thee. We would ask for courage to fulfil the promise of our freedom

and to achieve the hope our fathers felt.We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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ibtab us awake

O GOD, to whom Thy children come in prayer and praise, we wor-

ship Thee because the heavens declare Thy glory and the firmament

showeth Thy handiwork; we praise Thee, for Thou are good and Thy

faithfulness endureth unto the ends of the earth; we love Thee be-

cause Thou didst first love us. We come with rejoicing to leave all our

worldly trophies at Thy feet and to offer our Uves on the altar of Thy

truth.

We come to Thee with our great need for forgiveness. We have

known the good, and yet in our weakness we have followed the siren

voices of selfish desire. We have listened to the summons of the high-

est, and yet we have answered the call of the second-rate. We have

felt the surge of great imperatives urging us to take responsibility, and

yet we have pursued our own comfort. Do Thou forgive us our Father.

Have mercy upon us when our high resolutions become bitter regrets

and our good intentions become inert.

Stab us awake, O God. Kindle our souls with the fire of a great

passion for Thy will. Make us restless and miserable in lethargy and

keep us ill at ease until we seize the torch of faith our fathers flung to

us. Let doubt be done and anxious fear turned into strong belief. Save

us from fear of freedom, and from the fetters that the fear begets. Stir

us with the deep assurance that right is right and cannot be defeated

if our belief is strong. Teach us to know Thou art the Sovereign still.

Abide with those who suffer. Lord, and comfort those who weep.

When disappointments come, guide us to detours around frustrations

on the road. When trouble flings itself across our days, gird us with

patience for a struggle, Lord. When hopes have come to naught and

dreams are smashed, stand by us. Our Father, that we may build

again. Teach us to say in times like these: "Thanks be to Thee, who

hath matched us with this hour." We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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JLeacJi us to stand

O LORD OUR GOD, we praisc Thee for the gifts Thou hast given unto us,

for capacity to appreciate beauty, for minds able to comprehend truth.

We are grateful Thou hast enabled us to love one another, and to share

our joys and our sorrows. Thou hast led us out of our aloneness and

brought us to the experience of togetherness. By Thy grace we can

understand each other if we wdll. In Thy mercy Thou hast taught us

to know right from wrong and oflFered resources enabUng us to do as

we ought.

Forgive us. Our Father, when we use our minds merely to be clever

and to gain our selfish ends. Have mercy upon us when we dally much

with subjects mean and low and when neglected talents rust into de-

cay. Look upon us with compassion when we fritter away the powers

Thou gavest us to use for Thy kingdom's sake. LayThy steadyinghand

upon us when we waste our strength in sensuous hving, unmindful of

the worthier goals we ought to seek. Forgive our little aims, our own

self-conscious fears.

We would be strong, O God, and wise enough to spend our

strength for Thee. We would bring to birth the hidden powers within

ourselves and use them for the good. O grant that we may stand

against the crowd with independent courage worthy of the Christ.

Save us from the mediocrity of the careless mood, lest we fail to leaven

life as befits the name we bear.

At such a time as this we would remember those who guide the

nation. Grant them wisdom for these trying hours and lead them by

Thy never-failing light. Abide with boys and men uprooted and sent

to serve the nation. Let them be blessed, O God. No matter where they

be, abide with them and hold them steady under strain. We pray in

Jesus* name. amen.
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Above our jiove our rears

Dear god and father of us all, we have come this day from the hur-

rying ranks of the many to the quiet world of the One whose peace

passeth understanding. We have come from the turbulence and we

would find tranquihty; we have been burdened by fears and we would

be strengthened by faith; we have felt the weight of mortaHty, and we

would find immortahty. In this brave hour of hope, grant us Thy

presence.

We know our weaknesses. Lord. Through the days we clamour

for the things we want, forgetting the values dear to Thy Spirit. We
waste our resources getting and spending until our souls cry out. Daily

we feed our selfishness and starve our spirits. We follow the careless

crowd, forgetting the lonely grandeur of independent integrity

grounded in our love for Thee. We fritter away the gifts Thou hast

given in the folly of careless ways, unmindful that we betray Thy love.

Do Thou forgive us. Lord.

Though we betray Thee in our lives. Our Father, Thou dost love

us still. So teach us to answer the gracious caUing of Thy spirit. Make

us hsten to Thy still small voice, lest we blunder when we might be

right. Keep us open-minded when we hear the truth, lest we believe

the false that suits our interests more. Save us from unworthy motives,

lest we give first-rate energy to third-rate things. Grant unto us dis-

criminating minds, guided by the mind of Christ in us.

We pray this day for those who walk in valleys and shadows with

grieving hearts; for those whose burdens weigh them down; for those

confused and anxious in these troubled times. Grant unto them the

comfort of Thy presence, Lord. Be near to those whose dreams and

hopes have yet to be fulfilled. Stand by the young in heart and

mind and though they face a world unholy in its strife, keep Thou

their dreams unspoiled. Sustain them in their march through time

and tide and keep them strong in Thee. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.

22



AnEaster prayer

O LORD OF LIFE AND LIGHT, wc have come to worship Thee rejoicing,

for with Thee our darkness turns to light and shadows flee away.

Beset by nameless doubts, we have come remembering a grim defeat

Thou didst turn into a victory and knowing we were fashioned for

triumph, not failure. We wait in Thy presence with confidence that

sunrise cometh after sunset, and though the night is dark, still shine

the stars. The hopes and fears of all our years are met in the everlast-

ing word: "He is risen."

Do Thou forgive our faltering when we forget that Thou art God.

We do not Hke the things we do that crucify our Lord again, but the

clamour of our world is with us soon and late. Thy still small voice

is silenced by the tumult of our selfish wants. We do beheve that

Christ is Lord, and yet belief is tempered by the clouds of circum-

stance. Help Thou our unbeHef. We do beheve in truth, and still we

do deceive; we believe in love, and yet our angers rise; we beheve

in honor, but beset by strain we dishonor what we hold most dear.

Forgive us Lord, and this day renew the good in us.

Make this day a symbol of our OAvn rebirth, O God. Let weakness

turn to strength in us, and faithlessness to faith. If we have come in

sorrow, let us go away rejoicing in Thy love; if we have come with

disappointment, send us from this hour renewed to try again. If we

have ceased to care for lasting treasures, inspire in us a new concern

for the never-failing values of eternal life.

Grant us new faith to greet the tempests of our time. Teach us

to know Thou art the ruler yet. The might of armies and the ruthless

power of men are but the bluster of an evil wind beside Thy strength.

So teach us to ally our Uves with Thee and march beside eternal forces

to the triumph of Thy will. amen.
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ide for tJiKjrratitude for the unseen

Graqous god our father, we have come this day as thankful people,

rejoicing in our heritage of freedom under the sovereignty of Thy

spirit We are grateful for those who risked their Hves for values

"beyond the prison of the five senses" and for "keepsakes lasting be-

yond hunger and death." Their faith, renewed in us, is the promise

of our future; their dream, Hving in us, is the substance of our cour-

age. Their Pilgrim passion to be free, reborn in us, assures the

coming of a better day. So we are grateful.

Forgive us. Lord, when we complain. We have so much; some-

times too much. The things we own have oft obscured the deeper

treasures of our souls. So, when our possessions rule oiu: lives, do

Thou set us free. When things are in the saddle, give us new eyes to

see eternal things. Forgive the smallness of our selfish ways and grant

us grace to lose our Hves for Thee and for Thy kingdom's sake. Have

mercy upon us when we are blind to human need, impoverished in

spirit by our own relentless wants.

Give us clear minds to grapple with the issues of our day. Teach

us to think, to love Thee with our minds; to seek beneath the surface

for the ills that breed the tiunult of our time. Save us from the follies

of unfettered feeling cut adrift from reason. Preserve us from decisions

made in anger without the restraint of logic, and guard us from the

drifting weakness of indecision. Grant that we may understand in

such a time as this that Thy will is our only peace.

Do Thou fulfil through us the hopes of Pilgrim hearts, the dreams

of those who pioneered.We would press on along the trail they blazed.

We would keep faith with truths they cherished most. So, make this,

our time of stress, our finest hour. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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logetJierness in Ihee

Ever living, ever loving god, in Thy wisdom Thou has set the soli-

tary in famihes and blessed Thy children with love for one another.

Thou hast redeemed our separateness with togetherness. In Thy prov-

idence. Thou hast saved us from aloneness with the warmth of

treasured friendships and preserved us from loneliness with the com-

radeship of kindred minds and spirits. Above all. Thou hast made

us in Thine own image for fellowship with Thee. We are grateful,

our Father.

We thank Thee for our homes, for those who love us and lend us

of their strength to lean upon; for those who overlook our faults and

see beyond to what we wish to be. We are grateful for the laughter

and the carefree ways of children. They lift our minds above the

somber problems of our days. We thank Thee for the quiet faith that

grows while life matures and loved ones share the burdens of their

common days.

God grant us wisdom to understand the coming day. When youth

moves out to chart new paths, we would not fling our deadly noose

of years around their dreams. When newness crowds our thinking

to shake our minds from anchors in the past, save us from anger,

lest we spoil the love that is our hope. We would not clamp the mold

of yesterday upon the shape of things to come, lest youth be thwarted

in its finest hopes.

Teach us to understand that life holds matchless promise when

we will to do Thy v^dll. In loyalty to Thee, our homes are rich with

love and joy; in dedication to Thy will, our conflicts fail and trust

transcends our different points of view. We are "knit together in love"

in loyalty to Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose Name we pray. amen.
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JSe lliou our JttocK

Graqous god our father, in whose care and keeping we are secure,

we praise Thee for Thy goodness and Thy grace. When shadows fall

across the paths we walk. Thy love is as a shaft of Hght; when storms

blow in upon us, Thou art the rock to which we cling; when dreams

have tinned to ashes in our hands, Tliou dost rekindle dying embers

into flame again. So we come to worship Thee and to oflEer humble

thanks.

It seems to us, O God, as if our prayers were oft unanswered as we

hoped. The blows we hoped and prayed would never fall, have laid

us low, and yet we know redeeming strength has kept us on our feet.

Defeats we asked might never come have crushed us underneath

their load, but in our darkest hours we have found a faith to match

the worst and keep us plodding on. Sorrows we feared and prayed

might be postponed have left us with our tears, and yet beneath the

bludgeon of our hurt Thy comfort hath sustained us. We know that

Thou art nearer than breathing and closer than hands and feet.

Forgive us. Father, when rebellion blunts the cutting edge of life

and makes us blind, not wilHng to see the gifts within the prayers

denied. Have mercy upon us when we complain against our lot and

think that others have the best of things. We are but human. Our

Father, and we would be wise and strong. Forgive us for the re-

sentments we harbor, the smouldering angers that lurk beneath the

surface of our minds. Take from our souls the bitter memories that

weigh us down, and set us free with love and faith. We pray in

Jesus' name. amen.
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Vve would acknowledge JLhee

Dear lord and father of mankind, in all our ways we would ac-

knowledge Thee. Thou dost watch over our going out and our com-

ing in. When we forget Thee, Thou dost remember us, and patiently

wait until we seek Thee. When we beseech Thee with Uttie prayers.

Thou dost await our maturity and lure us from Httleness to largeness

of spirit. Thou art patient beyond all we know of patience.

We bring our faults to Thee, Our Father, for Thy strength is

made perfect in weakness. Thou cans't do for us what we cannot

seem to do for ourselves. We cannot hold ourselves in stem obe-

dience to the good, but Thou cans't hold us. When, in our weakness

we would run away from our responsibihties, let Thy Spirit gird us

to remain where we belong. When irritations upset us, save us from

resentment and fruitless anger. When loved ones disappoint us,

teach us to love as Thou dost love.

Dear Lord, in times of strain and tension, teach us to wait before

we reach conclusions unrelated to stern facts. Save us from the bias

of self-concern and from prejudices rooted in our partial blindness.

Renew in us a passion for the truth. Enable us to see the issues of

our time with clarity and inner poise, lest we add om- blindness to the

blindness of the careless crowd. Lift us above the shadows of mass

emotion to the light of moral reason, lest we blunder and fail to

witness for the truth.

With prayer and thought we would embrace the hurt. Sustain

them with friendship and aflFection through sorrow or pain. Gird

them with quietness through trouble and distress and keep them in

the peace that is the token of Thy nearness. Be Thou the refuge of

the weak who would falter in hours of testing, and the fortress of the

strong who cannot seem to bear the moral hazards of success. Hear

Thou our prayer, O God, in Jesus' name. amen.

27



ACJiristmas JTraver

O LIVING GOD, we come to Thee bringing our gifts as did wise men

long ago. We bring the treasure we have earned to build the king-

dom of the Christ. Our minds we offer unto Thee. Use them for

clear thinking guided by a passion for the truth that makes men free.

Take Thou our hearts, and make them pure enough to see at least

some trailing of Thy glory in our time. Claim our hands and let them

serve the needs of those whose Hves are burdened, hurt or crushed.

Claim all the talent that we oviTi and make it Thine alone.

Forgive us. Lord, when we forget the matchless gift of One who

came to hght our world, to give us dignity and hope. Earthbound

and self-centered we find no room for Him. Preoccupied with our

prejudices, we close the door upon the shining truth that waits out-

side to light our lives. Our interests blunt our insight and dull the

cutting edge of justice. Forgive us Father. Lift from our souls the

burden of our selfish pride and set us free in Christ.

Let Christmas be true Christmas, O God. Fill these holy days

with Thyself. Grant unto us the joy of Thy Presence. Lift us above

the sorrows of our yesterdays and grant us the benediction of life's

loveliest memories. Though we wear the mantle of the years, give us

grace to recapture the lightness of heart of children. Whatever bur-

dens we bear, teach us now to leave them all with Thee at least until

the day of days has gone.

We would remember those who cannot share these days at home.

Wherever they may be, bind them with ties of love and hope to us

who yearn for them. Keep them in peace and quiet strength. We
pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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Jrraver for the JSew Year

Our father and our god, Lord of the ever changing years, we thank

Thee for the year that is passing; for memories added to the won-

drous store within; for new insights won and truth perceived. We
are grateful for friendships the old year brought to bless our lives,

for afiFections deepened and love grown stronger. We give Thee

thanks for Thy comfort in sorrow and for Thy sustaining strength

in hours of testing; for those who came to us in times of weakness

and gave us of their faith to lean upon. Unto us Thou hast given more

than we could ask or think, and we are grateful.

Teach us to adventure into the New Year with confidence and

trust. Though the shadows over the future are dark, we would follow

Thy hght into the darkness. Sustain us in our pursuit of the good,

gird us with grace as we seek to stand against the folly of the crowd

and hold us steady when the tide tugs at our souls. We would honor

Thee, O God, and match our Uves against the tumult of the hour.

Save us from weakness when we should be strong, lest we spoil

the promise of the dawning year.

Abide with those who would enrich the kingdom of their minds

with learning in the schools and colleges of our land. Grant unto

them clear minds and a steady will to know the truth. Inspire them

with high purpose and grant to them a wider vision of Thy will.

In their hours of discouragement or doubt, do Thou fortify the fabric

of their souls. Teach them to see beyond the mist of conflict in our

world to high plateaus of peace and promise far beyond. Lift them

above the fears that oft enfeeble hfe, and plant their minds upon the

heights where goodness dwells secure. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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rre lean on IJiee

Dear god and father of us aix, we come in quiet trust to offer all

we have and are to Thee. When things have played us false and plans

have tumbled into dust, Thy love is steady as the stars. When fears

assail and doubts annoy, we find our refuge in Thy strength. Amidst

the burden and the heat of the day. Thou art as a mighty rock within

a weary land. So we worship and praise Thee with grateful hearts.

We do not always understand the mystery of our mistakes. We
would act wisely, yet we blunder though we intend the best. Our

courage falters when we would be strong. We know it is our fault.

We often struggle in our strength alone, forgetting the might of Thy

spirit. We stumble when we might walk surely if we would walk in

hght from Galilee. We fail in needless failure just because our eyes

are blinded by our self-conceit.

We are grateful for the knowledge that we need not stand alone.

Though we forget Thee in the fever of our lives. Thy love forever

waits our wakening to Thee. When we turn aside in blunt rebelhon

from the way we know is good, Thy brooding spirit calls us back

again.

Teach us to use our strength in the name of goodness, our minds

in the service of the truth, our wills in the cause of responsible free-

dom. Claim for Thyself the devotion of those whose race is yet to

be run. Let Thy spirit brood upon young men and women, pressing

toward goals as yet not clearly defined. Guide their thinking toward

high and worthy callings. Stir the powers in them, as yet half used.

When they dream dreams and see visions, teach them to under-

stand the need for toil and unremitting work along the way.

Let Thy blessing rest upon the sick and in their need grant them

Tliy healing power. Sustain the lonely with Thy fellowship and

love, and keep us all in the peace and joy of Thy presence. We pray

in the name of our redeemer and friend, amen.
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(j^iue us lighted minds

God of our fathers, known of old, yet ever present in our lives

today, we come to Thee in quiet trust. In Thy goodness we find a

refuge from the storms that beat upon us. When we blunder into

the valley of the shadow. Thou dost lead us to the sunlight on the

other side. We come to Thee in prayer both weak and baffled; we go

away with strength and wisdom.

We are grateful for the matchless gifts Thou hast given, the mys-

tery of life itself, and the glory of the hghted mind. Thou hast taught

us to reason, to pursue knowledge like a sinking star, to search out

the secrets of our unfathomable world. We thank Thee for strong

hands ordained for the tasks of creation, and bent to the service of

clear minds, yet made for the gentleness of tender ministry. We
oflFer our gratitude for capacity to hear the truth in whose obedience

we find our freedom, and for voices to express our joy in music, our

compassion in healing words, and our convictions with power.

Teach us to use our reason, lest we lose our way in the angers

that surge through our souls. Enable us to rise above the prejudices

that masquerade as truth itself. Breathe through the heats of our

desire, the calm that is the token of wisdom. Save us, we pray Thee,

from the weaknesses that send us like sheep to follow the crowd.

Grant us the courage to stand alone in obedience to Him who flung

His endless challenge from the cross. Guard us, O Lord, lest in ease

and comfort we lose the leanness of abiding strength.

We would remember those who mould the pubhc mind with

voice or written word. Make them loyal to the truth, no matter what

it costs. Let Thy spirit rest on those who fashion the future in posi-

tions of public trust. Grant them courage to rise above politics in

the name of great principles. O guide them to Thy glorious road

ahead, lest we blunder into dead end streets. We pray in Jesus'

name. ames.
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J^ooking toward x^hristmas

Dear god and father of us all, we come to this glad season with

sure trust that Hght shineth in our darkness, and the darkness cannot

put it out. Stars still shine above the clouds that cast their shadows

in our time. Hope stirs in human hearts despite the tumult and the

shouting of a world gone mad. Above the dark streets shining, the

everlasting light of Christ brings promise to the troubled souls of

men. So, in trust we venture on.

Our gratitude is great, O God, for Christmas brings new Hght-

ness to our hearts. The laughter of our children takes from our lives

the strain and stress we feel. The affection of good friends renews

our faith in life. The sound of bells on busy streets reminds us of

the joy that lingers on the edge of grief. Homecomings warm our

souls and strengthen ties of love that sweeten Ufe. When carols sing

their way across the silence of a holy night we know within our

hearts that all is well.

We thank Thee for the dreams that cluster "round yon Virgin

Mother and Child." Somehow we know, dear God, those dreams

will never die. The hopes and fears of all the years are met in Him

who came that Holy night. The stars in their courses are one with

the forces unleashed in Him. So we are grateful for His way, even

when we betray it; for His truth, even when we forget its meaning;

for His life, even when we hear the summons, "Follow me," and

turn aside.

Remember Thou Thy children wherever they may be. Abide

with those who serve their country in far places and preserve them

in the good. Bind them to those they love with ties of memory and

homely trust. If there be those who sorrow, Our Father, bind Thou

their wounds with comfort and with strength. Grant unto them the

inner trust whose sinews gird the darkest days with dignity and poise.

Grant to us all the benediction of Thy presence in our Christmas.

We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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J. Jianksgiuing Jrraver

Eternal god of our fathers, and our god, Thou didst sustain the

Pilgrims in their great adventure, and Thou art able to sustain us

now. Under the brooding power of Thy spirit they braved the worst

that life could do and turned it to the account of the best. In Thy

providence they hved by faith and not by sight, and builded better

than they knew. Guided by Thy wisdom, they cherished Jesus Christ,

the only truth that truly makes and keeps men free.

We are grateful for our heritage of faith, O God, for great tra-

ditions worthy of devotion in such a time as this. We thank Thee

for strong men who dared to stand against the tides of fear and

passion to preserve the freedom of the free; for women who nour-

ished the dreams and hopes of children in times of peril, toil and

pain. Through days of strain Thy spirit moved in men of courage

who stood for truth no matter what it cost. God give us courage

now lest we basely relinquish that for which our fathers toiled and

died.

Forgive our failures. Lord, our days of doubt and fear. We would

trust Thee, but our flesh is weak. We would be strong, but fears

enfeeble us. Have mercy on us when we betray the truth we ought

to cherish more than life itself. We would be loyal, but little aims

push in to thwart the good we ought to love. Take from our souls

the guilt we feel, and grant unto us the forgiveness of moral re-

covery. Make us worthy to be builders of Thy kingdom in our land.

When shadows fall across our days, teach us to seek the hght

in Thee. Save us from discouragement that flounders to despair;

from frustration ending in defeat. Teach us to take the worst and

turn it to the best and show us how to transform evil into good. We
are Thy children, our Father, our times are in Thy hand. Fulfil in

us the whole that Thou hast planned. In all that comes, teach us

the grace of gratitude. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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1 hough we wander

God of oub fathers, known of old, Thou who dost search the hu-

man heart and keep the stars in their courses, we worship Thee in

gratitude and in humiUty. Though we forget Thee in our feverish

striving. Thou dost remember us. Though we wander far from the

upward way. Thou dost seek us with Thy love. Even in the moments

when we deceive ourselves. Thou dost awaken us with shadows of

an old rugged cross.

We ask Thy forgiveness for our failures. We have let our minds

grow calloused with prejudices. We have been complacent in the

presence of wrongs we were ordained to right. We have forgotten

Thy will, gaily pursuing our own purposes. We have wasted the

possibilities of our minds and hearts in petty concerns when great

causes and worthy ideals needed our strength. Have mercy upon us,

O God, and renew a right spirit within us.

We do not ask for ease or comfort, Lord, but rather for imfaihng

faith to meet the strain of rugged roads. Grant us grace to keep on

keeping on along the dreary trails that seem to lead to nothing new.

Teach us to give the Uttle more that is so much, and save us from the

httle less that robs us of our chance for triumph. Preserve us from

the presumptions of privilege, and teach us to see ourselves as we

really are. Guard us lest we look upon the weak with scorn and upon

the sinful with arrogance.

Grant unto us clear minds, our Father, as we face the issues of

our time. Save us from superficial judgments and from conclusions

unsupported by facts. Enable us, we pray Thee, to distinguish be-

tween feeling and thinking, between emotion and reason lest we

make wrong seem right and evil good. Stir us with a deeper passion

for the mind of Christ. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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Kjruide us sanely

O GOD OF OUR FATHERS AND OUR GOD, wc thank Thcc foF the thrill

of living in a stirring time. O give us grace to match the danger with

our daring; enable us to meet hours of confusion with high courage;

gird us with wisdom to face the baffling problems of our time. Thou

dost keep the Pleiades and Orion moving through the infinite heav-

ens in obedience to inexorable law; do Thou guide us sanely through

our days in obedience to Thy righteous will.

Do Thou preserve us from the inertia of self-indulgence lest we

blunder down the road toward all we wish to avoid; save us from

the stupidity of self-righteousness, lest we alienate the friends we

ought to keep; guard us from the presumptions of power, lest we

expect to win by might the victories that belong only to the spirit.

When we are tried by irritations that seem to multiply, in us let Thy

patience have her perfect work. When our fears cloud our percep-

tions, grant us faith to rise above the mist.

Thou art our refuge and our fortress. Lord, our anchor to wind-

ward when storms blow in from the deep. We are grateful. When

we have been tempted, we have thought of Thee, and today we

rejoice in the knowledge of evils resisted and wrongs not done.

Strong in Thy strength we have climbed from the abyss of failure

to the dignity of new beginnings; sustained by Thy presence, we

have met defeat and refused to concede its finality. Because we have

walked with Thee, we have gone down into the valley of the shadow

of death, and climbed again to the sunlight on the other side.

On this day of triumphant hope, grant unto us the sure faith

that tomorrow can be better than today if we dare to will Thy will.

Renew our confidence in the power of the spirit and restore our

trust that more things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams.

So teach us to greet each dawn with joy, each sunset with quiet

peace. We pray in Jesus' name. amen.
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